Weler eSS

- Conservdtion
is Serious
Business.

Water. Like ma ny things around us we seldom
appreciate what is plentiful and easy to obtain. And
what could be more plentiful than water? But water
does not magica“y appear. U|timately, the fresh
water available to you depends on a number of
factors — rainfall, local geography, hydrology. Water
is indeed a precious resource in our environment.

If we take out more water than the natural system
allows then this leads to a |owering of the water
table and possible dramatic effects upon water
qua|ity, future water supplies and agriculture.
Growing populations and ongoing droughts are
squeezing our water resources dry causing harmful
consequences for wildlife and in many cases reducing
flowing rivers to muddy puddles.

So value your water supp|y and use the water you
have in a sustainable way by conserving and
recycling it.

Outdoor Water Conservation Tips

® Don't over water your lawn. As a generalrule, lawns only
need watering every 5 to 7 days in the summer. Water
during the early morning hours when temperatures and
wind speed are lowest to reduce losses from evaporation.

W Use efficient watering systems. You can greatly reduce
the amount of water used for shrubs, beds and lawns with
strategic placement of soaker hoses, rain barrel catch-
ment systems and simple drip-irrigation systems. Water
meters and timers can be used to set water usage to
required needs.

B Don't waterthe street Position your sprinklers so that
water lands on the lawn or garden, not on paved areas.
Avoid hosing down your driveway or sidewalk; use brooms
instead to save hundreds of gallons of drinkable water.

B Check for leaks. Leaks outside the house may not
seem as bad since they're not as visible but they can be
just as wasteful as indoor leaks. Check frequently and
use hose washers at spigots and hose connections to
eliminate leaks.

B Plant drought-tolerant shrubs and plants. Many grasses,
ground covers, shrubs and trees thrive with far less
watering. Consider the concept of Xeriscapet for a low-
maintenance, drought resistant yard. Check with your
local nursery for advice.

B Don't run the hose while washing your car. |f you wash
your own car, park it on the grass and use the hose only
for rinsing. Consider using a commercial car wash that
recycles water which can save up to 100 gallons of water
perwash.

B Coveryouroutdoor pool. An average-size poolloses
approximately 1,000 gallons of water per month to
evaporation. A pool cover can cut the loss by 90%. Also
consider a new water-saving poolfilter.

B Set a good example. Create an awareness of the need
for water conservation among your children. Avoid
purchasing recreational water toys that require a
constant stream of water. Encourage your family and
others to keep looking for ways to conserve water.
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